Jewish Tribune – Devorim
Caring to End the Golus
The Gemora in Yoma (9b) tells us that the second Beis Hamikdash was destroyed because of שנאת חנם - baseless hatred.  
Naturally, the antidote for this is אהבת חינם - love for no ulterior motive. 

What does ahavas chinam look like? 

Well, I suppose it could take many forms. Being kind and considerate to others without the prospect of anything in return. In days gone by, by feeding a parking meter of a car on Golders Green Road whose time is running out and its owner nowhere in sight. Cleaning up the shul before anyone arrives or long after they have gone. Settling an old grocery bill for someone you know who is struggling. We’ve all heard the stories.  
And it doesn’t just have to focus on the physical or material help to another. It could be assisting someone in a more enduring way. Caring about another person’s ruchniyus.   

I have recently finished reading the biography of Rabbi Meir Schuster ztl. Before reading the book, I only knew a little about this enigmatic man. A quiet hero who dedicated decades of his life to patrolling the Kosel and Western Wall plaza, directing thousands, or more probably tens of thousands, to various nearby kiruv yeshivos and being the catalyst of their becoming frum. 

What I didn’t really know was that the famous “Tap on the Shoulder” (which Rabbi Jonathan Rosenblum, the author of the book, entitles his work) is that Rabbi Schuster was totally out of his comfort zone. By nature, he was painfully shy and socially awkward, and would be the last person in the world to gravitate to this work. But Rabbi Schuster cared about the spiritual wellbeing of his fellow Jews and became one of the most famous personalities in the magical era of the teshuva movement of the 1970s and 1980s.  

The most famous story about Rav Schuster demonstrates his almost superhuman devotion to his mission. 

On Isru chag Pesach 1975, the Schuster’s 6-year-old daughter Yocheved Faige, was hit and killed by a truck driven by an Arab as she was going to the local grocery store to buy herself a post Pesach treat. 

During the shiva, Rabbi Schuster grew increasingly agitated by the thought of all the young Jews at the Kosel, with their back packs and long hair, who might miss the only opportunity that they would ever have to experience a full Shabbos with a religious family, because he was not there to make the necessary arrangements. 

Finally, he could bear it no more. He had decided that his presence at the Kosel fell into the category of pikuach nefesh and posed the question to Rav Aharon Feldman, today Rosh Yeshiva of Ner Yisroel in Baltimore.      

Rav Feldman asked Rabbi Yehuda Samet of Ohr Somayach, to present the question to the posek hador, Rav Elyashiv.
Rav Elyashiv did not dismiss the query out of hand. Indeed, he said that Rabbi Schuster’s calculation of what was at stake was correct. Since so few of us live at the level to make that calculation, however, his leaving the shivah house would be misunderstood, and he should therefore remain at home. 

But as soon as he heard the question, Rav Elyashiv declared that if there was a Jew in the world who could ask such a question, he must make a shivah call to him. The next day, Rav Elyashiv came to the Schuster home, where Rabbi Schuster and his wife were sitting shivah, even though he almost never left the Meah Shearim neighbourhood where he lived and learned. 

One time, Mrs Zaret, a well-known kiruv professional was sitting at an AJOP (Association for Jewish Outreach Professionals) conference with a communal Rabbi.  

The Rabbi was lamenting how difficult it was to get people interested in Torah. Mrs Zaret answered simply: “It’s not so hard. You just have to care enough.”      

Rabbi Schuster cared and while we may be very far from his level of caring, doing something to help another Jew, be it physically, materially, emotionally or spiritually, is an expression of ahavas chinam, and will bring us one step closer.  
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