Jewish Tribune – Mattos Masei
Priorities
As Klal Yisroel are finally ready to enter Eretz Yisroel, the tribes of Reuven and Gad drop a bombshell on Moshe Rabbeinu. After forty years of journeying in the desert with the final destination to go to Eretz Yisroel, they tell him that they want to stay on the east side of the River Jordan and not settle in the holy land. 

גִּדְרֹת צֹאן נִבְנֶה לְמִקְנֵנוּ פֹּה, וְעָרִים לְטַפֵּנוּ
"We want to build sheep pens for our livestock here
and towns for our children.” (Bamidbar 32,16)

In his response, Moshe Rabbeinu makes a subtle change and conveys an important and timeless message. 

"Build towns for your children and pens for your sheep." Moshe reverses the order and gently rebukes them for prioritising their livestock and assets over their children. Moshe tells them to first build towns for their children and then worry about their wealth.

Whilst we may scoff at the blatant warped priorities displayed the tribes of Reuven and Gad, is our society different? Building a business and pushing for partnership is all too often at the expense of spending time with our families.

I once heard the following true story from a clinical psychologist, whose client base was entirely made up of lawyers. One was a corporate lawyer - an area renowned for long hours - who had endured an arduous few months. He had worked long evenings and weekends; one deal rolled into another and when one deal closed, another opened. He left home early every morning, before his young children were up and even on the nights that he came home relatively early, his young children were already asleep.

His daughter’s third birthday was coming up and he was determined to make amends. He told his surprised secretary that he would be leaving at lunchtime on Wednesday to spend the afternoon with his family and the birthday girl. 

To his horror, when he got home, his three-year old daughter did not recognise him! He may have crept into her room every evening when he returned from work, to kiss her goodnight whilst she was asleep, but she hadn’t seen him in several months. For a three-year old that’s a big chunk of her life. 

Although it seems like a long time ago, we have all experienced lockdown relatively recently. It was a torrid and challenging time for many. But there were silver linings. A slower pace of life; more time to learn, to read, to daven, to have meaningful conversations. Many families enjoyed supper together every evening – an increasingly rare occurrence. 

With lockdown a fading memory, let us not lose some of the positives that emerged from it. The privilege of davening in shul, of normal social interaction and a slightly less frenzied existence.  

Schools are breaking up and we are now approaching the summer holidays. A period where we often have more opportunities to share quality time with our loved ones. Do we know who the names of our children’s friends? Their teachers? Their favourite books? Their hopes and dreams?

How about playing high and low? At supper time, everyone has to say the high of their day, the low and one person they are grateful for. It takes minutes, but I assure you, you will learn much about the days and lives of your loved ones.  
The message of this week’s sedra is a timely reminder that we should invest in our most precious assets. 
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