Jewish Tribune – Mattos Masei
Travel Plans
Herman was driving on the M1 when his car phone rang. It was his wife Sadie. He answered and heard his wife's voice urgently warning him, "Herman, I just heard on the news that there's a car going the wrong way on the M1. Please be careful!"

"Sadie," said Herman, "It's not just one car. It's hundreds of them!"
When describing the travel plans of the Bnei Yisroel in this week’s parsha, the Torah seems unnecessarily verbose. 

וַיִּסְעוּ מֵאֵילִם, וַיַּחֲנוּ עַל יַם סוּף.
וַיִּסְעוּ מִיַּם סוּף, וַיַּחֲנוּ בְּמִדְבַּר סִין.
וַיִּסְעוּ מִמִּדְבַּר סִין, וַיַּחֲנוּ בְּדָפְקָה.
The Torah records the point of departure and where they journeyed to and then the next point of departure even though we know that is where they have been camping. 

Why the repetitions?

I once heard an important explanation from Rabbi Akiva Tatz.  

The journeys of the Bnei Yisroel represent our spiritual journeys in life. The way they are recorded in our parsha teaches us that whenever we make a spiritual journey to achieve growth, we must be sure of two things: where we are coming from and where we are going. 
Where we are coming from means knowing who we are – an honest understanding of our abilities and talents, strengths and weaknesses.

Where we are going means we have a clear understanding of our destination. What is our goal, who do we want to become and what are we trying to achieve?

It is foolish to try to achieve goals without properly thinking about the steps needed to get there. Shlomo Hamelech in Mishlei (10,8), tells us: חֲכַם לֵב יִקַּח מִצְוֺת, וֶאֱוִיל שְׂפָתַיִם יִלָּבֵט - A person with a wise heart will collect mitzvos, but the “fool of the lips” will become weary. The Ralbag explains that a fool will be quick to speak before thinking through what he wishes to say, but a wise man thinks and strategises before he sets out on his journey.
In his excellent sefer on chinuch, Rav Yechiel Yaakovson gives an example of a father trying to motivate his son. It is tempting for a father to incentivise his son by offering a financial reward for achieving a specific target. Maybe £5 for learning a perek of mishnayos. 

The trouble is that when the son grows a little older and can earn three times that amount with a fraction of the effort by babysitting for a neighbour one evening, his may no longer feel the need to learn mishnayos.

Sometimes incentives work and each parent needs to know their child, but the question really is, have the longer term repercussions of our actions been properly considered. What are the likely consequences?

The Gemoro is Taanis (7b – 8a) quotes Reish Lakish:  

אם ראית תלמיד שלמודו קשה עליו כברזל - בשביל משנתו שאינה סדורה עליו
If you see a student whose studies are as hard for him as iron, 

it is due to his learning not being organised for him.

In other words, his learning is haphazard and disorganised. To succeed, there needs to be a goal and a plan.

This is true not just in learning, driving on the M1, but with everything in life. As our parsha teaches us, we need to know where we are coming from and we are heading.   
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