Jewish Tribune - Pinchos
Good Things Come to Those Who Wait
“Listen Rabbi,” said Mervyn, “my son is becoming bar mitzva next week and I want him to be called up first.” 

The Rabbi patiently explained that this is not an option as only kohanim get the first aliya. 

“How much will it cost?” asked Mervyn brazenly? 

“It’s not for sale Mervyn.”

“Two hundred dollars” came the quick reply. 

“It’s not for sale Mervyn.”

“Five hundred dollars.”

“It’s not for sale Mervyn.”

“One thousand dollars.”

“I’m not selling this Mervyn,” said the Rabbi.
“Final offer – ten thousand dollars!” said Mervyn surprised at the Rabbi’s intransigence.

“Nothing doing” said the Rabbi, “but tell me Mervyn, why are you so keen for you son to be called up first?”

“Well,” said Mervyn, “I am a kohen, my father was a kohen, my grandfather was a kohen.”

So goes the old joke. But it does raise a question on this week’s parsha. 
Pinchos is rewarded for his courageous act of zealotry by being awarded with a “bris sholom” and he becomes a kohen. But Pinchos’ father and grandfather were kohanim! Isn’t this a hereditary privilege?  
The answer is that since the time of Pinchos, the distinction of being a kohen is indeed hereditary. But it wasn’t up to that point. 

Why not? The Maharal in Gur Aryeh answers that Aharon and his sons became kohanim by being anointed and at that point in time, Pinchos was a child and children cannot be anointed.

Rashi and the Rabeinu Bachaye explain that kahuna was only given to Aharon and his sons and to any child born to them after that point. But Pinchos was already born and was not anointed did not merit becoming a kohen until he killed Zimri. And this is what the Gemoro in Zevochim (101b) refers to when it says: לא נתכהן פינחס עד שהרגו לזמרי.
Imagine what Pinchos felt like when the kehuna was being given out. All the family present and future became kohanim - apart from him.
I once heard an interesting insight. Sometimes it is worth waiting. Don’t force the hand of history. Bide your time, paint your masterpiece and let HKBH run His world.

Pinchos’ inauguration as a kohen came as a result of his brave and momentous act of killing Zimri. He earned becoming a kohen. That is much sweeter than just receiving it. As the possuk in Tehillim (128,2) says: 
יְגִיעַ כַּפֶּיךָ כִּי תֹאכֵל אַשְׁרֶיךָ וְטוֹב לָךְ
If you eat the toil of your hands, you are praiseworthy, and it is good for you.
This is a powerful life lesson. Sometimes things don’t seem fair. Why him and not me? But HKBH knows best. He is waiting for us to paint our masterpiece. The result is much sweeter than if we just receive it. 

Last week saw work experience for our year 12 Hasmonean students. For a few days they taste working life in a field of interest to them - or wherever they can get work! Aside from being a useful addition to the CV and sometimes an opening for a future career, it does have other fringe benefits. Many have a new respect for their hard-working parents and appreciate the self-respect and satisfaction that comes from effort and hard work. 

That is another lesson that emerges from our parsha. Pinchos did not complain or bemoan the fact that he did not become a kohen when all around him did. And his patience was rewarded when his moment came many years later. His bravery and efforts bore fruit that would ensure he would go down in history and be remembered for all time.

Good things come to those who wait.    
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