Jewish Tribune – Pinchos
Consistency & Freshness – a winning combination
In an act of typical selflessness, Moshe Rabbeinu’s instinctive response on hearing that he will not enter Eretz Yisrael, is not his own personal situation, but the welfare of Klal Yisroel. He immediately davens that a leader is appointed and HKBH chooses Yehoshua. 

Why Yehoshua? 

Perhaps the answer is found in the Torah’s description of Yehoshua as a:

"נַעַר לֹא יָמִישׁ מִתּוֹךְ הָאֹהֶל" (שמות לג,יא)
“A lad who would not depart from the tent”
The Torah highlights two qualities. The first is consistency. Like the proverbial pot that is removed from the flame every few minutes and never boils, Yehoshua never removed his pot from the flame. The flame may even be smaller than others and it may take longer to heat up, but the pot will eventually begin bubbling.

The second quality is "נַעַר". How old was Yehoshua when he was described as a “lad”? The answer is an astonishing fifty-seven years old. You try calling someone who is not far off from his 60th birthday a “na’ar – lad” and they will certainly look surprised. 

The explanation is that “na’ar” is not an age but an attitude. 
Soon after I returned from yeshiva, I had the privilege of learning every day for many years with the late Professor Manny Lehman. Back then, he was three times my age and he had accrued an astonishing list of life achievements that would take most people many life-times to achieve. But aside from his modesty, his overriding characteristic was his youthfulness. He had a twinkle in his eye, enjoyed a good joke and had a natural curiosity and thirst for knowledge.    

When Rav Aharon Soloveitchik was a boy, he was standing next to his father, Rav Moshe Soloveitchik during selichos. Rav Moshe noticed that when the tzibbur repeated the words “Al tashlicheinu l’es zikna”, his son was silent. Rav Moshe questioned him about this and the boy explained that as he was not old, it was not appropriate for him to say this line. 
Rav Moshe explained to his son, that “ziknah” does not refer to an age but an attitude. There are many old people who retain a freshness and live life with a youthful excitement and curiosity and there are young people whose existence is staid and aged. 

Perhaps Yehoshua was chosen over the seventy zekeinim and other worthy candidates because he had this powerful combination – consistency and youthfulness. Middos that we would be wise to emulate. 
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