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The Power of Silence

In this week’s haftorah, Yehoshua sends spies into Eretz Yisroel to check out the land. 

This seems like a very strange thing to do. What should have been a relatively short journey from Mitzrayim through the midbar to Eretz Yisroel becomes a forty-year escapade because of the disastrous episode of the meraglim in this week’s parsha. And despite Yehoshua seeing this, and all that the Bnei Yisroel endured as a result, he still goes ahead. This high-risk strategy needs an explanation. 

The Radak says that Yehoshua felt that Klal Yisroel needed a morale boost. Sending spies who would return with a positive report would instil Klal Yisroel with confidence and optimism. 

The Redak continues that the dangers of sending spies would be overcome if it was done quietly and discreetly. What a powerful insight. We love in a noisy world and sometimes we lose sight of this message. Things done quietly and discreetly are often more effective. 
A good example of this would be Matan Torah itself. The Medrash Tanchuma (Ki Sisa 31) says that the first luchos were given amidst pomp and ceremony and the noise attracted an ayin hora which led to the luchos being destroyed. The second luchos of course endured. As the Medrash says: “אין לך יפה מן הצניעות”, there is nothing better than modesty.

But surely HKBH knew this? Why did he therefore choose to them amidst קולות וברקים!?
In a perfect world, חָכְמוֹת בַּחוּץ תָּרֹנָּה, בָּרְחֹבוֹת תִּתֵּן קוֹלָה (משלי א,כ) – “wisdom shout in the street; in the squares she gives her voice”. However, says Rav Elya Meir Bloch, sometimes our own personal interests get mixed in and we forfeit that great opportunity and must resort to an existence of tznius hidden from sight and attention. 
Eighteen months ago, January and February 2020, were the “season of the Siyum” where hundreds of thousands of Jews of all shades and stripes came together linking arms to dance and sing in unison to give honour to the Torah and those who learn it. And this was suddenly replaced by bleak, unending isolation of lockdown. 
Rav Henoch Plotkin of Chicago noted that a higher level of tznius and private kiddush Hashem was forced upon us during that time. 


Whilst it is of course up to each individual to reflect on the message, the idea of silence and discretion facilitating a more enduring kiddush Hashem is one to consider. 

Despite the dangers of sending spies into Eretz Yisroel, Yehoshua was confident that it would not lead to a repeat of the disastrous episode of the meraglim in this week’s parsha, because it was undertaken quietly and discreetly. אין לך יפה מן הצניעות.
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