Jewish Tribune - Chukas
Today’s Parah Adumah
Whilst the secrets of the Parah Adumah are beyond us, the Shelah Hakadosh (in Derech Chayim on Parshas Chukas) writes that there is an important and relevant message for us even today. 

Parshas Chukas speaks of the purification process of someone who comes into contact with a dead body. We sprinkle the ash of a parah adumah mixed with water after three and seven days in order to make him become tahor. 
Today, unfortunately, we do not yet have the eifer ha’parah for the sprinkling of a parah adumah but there is still an important contemporary message.

The Shelah Hakadosh teaches that in the absence of the parah adumah, the learning and living of Torah serves as the purifying factor in our lives. He explains that in addition to the literal understanding of the sprinkling of the parah adumah water on the third and seventh days, the Torah was given on “day three” and enables us to attain “day seven”. 
What does this mean?

The Shelah Hakadosh quotes the Gemoro in Sanhedrin (97a) that each of the first seven days of creation represent one millennium. On the third day, that is, in the third millennium of world history, we received the Torah (in the year 2448) and it enables us to attain immortality, symbolised by the seventh day of total Shabbos.

Learning and living Torah is therefore our contemporary parah adumah. 
Rav Matisyahu Salamon is quoted as saying that nowadays, when he wakes up every morning, he says two “modeh ani’s”. One is the regular modeh ani that we all say. He then adds a second: modeh ani – thank you Hashem, that you did not make me teenager in today’s world. 

It is hard for us to fully appreciate the challenges of today’s youth. Technology has changed the world and the yetzer hara has found a powerful medium to allure our youngsters. 
I was at a chasuna a couple of years ago where the father of the kallah made a simple but powerful statement. Pointing at the new couple, proud and passionate in their yiddishkleit, he said that if after two thousand years of golus, Klal Yisroel can produce a couple of this quality, who are so rooted in Torah and Mitzvos and excited by it, this is nothing short of a miracle. I think he is right. 

But what is the secret? What is the source of this miracle?

The answer is perhaps in what the Shelah is telling us.  In a rapidly changing and hard to understand world, our anchor and source of hope and kedusha is Torah. Learning and living Torah is our contemporary parah adumah, to protect and purify us from tuma’ah.
Only yesterday, I was in the Beis Hamedrash and talking to my esteemed colleague, Rabbi Hartman. We gazed over a packed Beis Hamedrash made up of about two hundred boys in years 11, 12 and 13 learning enthusiastically and generating a loud and sweet kol Torah. Most of the boys have now completed their GCSE and A levels but still come for a 7.20am shacharis every day and learn as normal. Is that not a miracle?

A lesson from our parsha is the importance of having programmes and forums where we can all learn and connect to Torah. Learning and living Torah which was given on “day three” will IYH enable us to attain “day seven”. 
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